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59 January 13, 1899 

Three of the cases came into the city from the country and had to be 
taken care of by the city. Every effort is being made to stamp out the 
disease, which they hope to accomplish. 

Very respectfully, W. J. Petttjs, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. S. 8. 

Smallpox in Mobile, Ala. 

Mobile, Ala., January S, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that a colored man, age 20, was 
admitted to the pesthouse yesterday suffering with confluent smallpox. 
He had been in the city for nine days, having come from Gastonburg, 
Wilcox County, Ala. He states (what I have suspected for a long time) 
that there are many cases of the disease in the county, and that no pub- 
lic action has been taken in the way of restriction or prevention. Gas- 
tonburg is on the Mobile and Birmingham Eailroad, 129 miles north 
of Mobile. 

Respectfully, yours, R. D. Mueeay, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. S. 8. 

Smallpox in Mobile, Southside, Collerine, and Catherine, Ala. 

Mobile, Ala., January 6, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that the second case of smallpox, in 
a colored man, was discovered in this county near the city limits on the 
4th instant and sent to the pesthouse yesterday. The man arrived here 
on the 1st from Selma, where the disease has existed for some time. On 
one plantation at Southside, near Selma, 88 negroes have recovered, and 
on another there are 8 cases. A young white man is sick with the 
disease at Collerine, Lowndes County. There are cases at Catherine, 
Wilcox County. 

Respectfully, yours, R. D. Murray, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. R. S. 

Smallpox at Bethel and Media, 111. 

Springfield, III., January 7, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that 2 cases of smallpox exist at 
Bethel, Morgan County. Source of infection, St. Louis; type, mild. 
One case exists also at Media, Henderson County ; type, mild. Source 
of infection : First case reported at Biggsville, December 16. All cases 
quarantined. Disease not likely to spread. Total cases to date : Biggs- 
ville, 9 ; Media, 1 ; Bethel, 2. Confluent, 3 ; discrete, 1 ; varioloid, 8. 
No deaths. 

Very respectfully, J. A. Egan, M. D., 

Secretary Illinois State Board of Health. 

Smallpox in Nebraska. 

Lincoln, Nebr., January 9, 1899. 

Sir : Your letter of recent date is at hand. The Nebraska State 
board of health is solely a licensing board. We have never been 
granted authority to intervene in matters of sanitation, and no funds are 
provided by the State for such purposes. 

When the outbreak of smallpox in Nebraska City began in September, 
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the cases were all so mild that there was some doubt among the local 
physicians about its being truly smallpox. The physician on the local 
board of health at the behest of the newspapers, and some of the busi- 
ness people, took strong grounds against the smallpox theory. Gradu- 
ally every other practitioner there became positively convinced that it 
was really smallpox, and some vaccination was done among the better 
classes, and also the employees of the cereal mills, the largest industrial 
plant in the place. However, the doctors found the local board of 
health opposed to all sanitary measures recommended and about Decem- 
ber 8 they appealed to the State board to intervene and at least assume 
some authority to help them control what then seemed to have resulted 
in a persistent epidemic. At that time, December 8, 1 visited the place 
and, according to the best information I could obtain about 200 cases had 
occurred (some said 300 to 400) and 2 deaths had occurred, 1 in a male 
adult and 1 in an infant. I found the health doctor still bitterly opposed 
to the theory of smallpox, and learn that he has since pursued the same 
course, and aided the newspapers to suppress the truth about the matter. 
I inclose a copy of The Press of the date of December 29 which still 
denies it. Our board, with the consent of the governor, sent an inspector 
down there on December 12, giving him strict injunctions as to isola- 
tion, vaccination, etc. They at once built a hospital and have had 20 
to 30 cases in it constantly since. But 1 death has occurred since the 
last-named date, a child of 8, with confluent smallpox. Prom 6 to 8 
new cases per week are now reported. About 30 per cent of the popu- 
lation are unvaccinated. The farmers around the city have a number 
of cases, how many I do not know, but several points of infection exist 
and no sanitary supervision whatever exists. The county commissioners 
have refused to burn infected feather beds and clothing in one instance. 
All other towns in Nebraska where the infection has occurred are now 
free from it excepting that one new case is reported today at Tecumseh. 
I believe that the moral effect would be good if you could send a man 
out there to investigate. 

Yours truly, B. P. Crummer, 

Secretary Nebraska State Board of Health. 

Smallpox in Nebraska — Inspector'' s reports. 

Nebraska City, Nebr., January 2, 1899. 

Sir : On reaching this city, December 12, as medical inspector repre- 
senting the Nebraska State board of health, I found in progress and 
under good quarantine regulation — smallpox, 63 cases. There have 
been found about 2 cases daily, on the average, to date, 110 cases in all 
in the three weeks. Since Thursday, the 29th, no new family has been 
quarantined. Four new cases have developed in infected families. I 
have seen, also, at Tecumseh, Nebr., 9 cases; Peru, Nebr., 5 cases, that 
probably escaped from here. The cases at Tecumseh certainly did. 

Our State law is very incomplete, in fact we have none except in city 
charters. Disinfection outside the jurisdiction of a city board of health 
must be incomplete. No one having authority to destroy infected 
material, and a feather bed is often an heirloom of great importance. 
The attending physician will be censured, if thorough and if not. 

We hope for State legislation immediately giving our State board 
some authority in such cases. "We believe with our isolation hospital, 
good quarantine, and formaldehyd for disinfection, by strict method, 
sheet and spray, we are accomplishing something, as our lack of new 



